[THE COMPARATIVE STRUCTURE OF ACUTE POISONINGS IN TWO CAPITAL CITIES OF THE SOUTH CAUCASUS REGION].
Objective - according to WHO, acute poisoning is one of the important public health global problems. At the same time, each geographic region is characterized by a unique epidemiological situation on acute poisoning. The aim of this study was to investigate and compare the main toxic-epidemiological parameters of the two largest cities of the South Caucasus - Baku and Tbilisi, and on the basis of the obtained data to develop a program on chemical safety and prevention of acute poisoning among population of the region. Data on all acute poisoned patients undergoing in-patient treatment in the hospitals of Baku and Tbilisi in 2009-2016 were placed in the standard forms and subjected to a comparative analysis. Diagnoses of toxicological patients were unified in accordance with ICD-10 (T36-T65). The total number of patients in this study was 13,292 in Baku and 14,229 in Tbilisi. The results of the study showed that in the both cities among toxicological hospitalizations dominated by cases of toxic effects of substances chiefly nonmedicinal as to source (62.13% in Tbilisi and 53.75% in Baku). However, with a detailed analysis of individual nosological units, we found significant and fundamental differences in the toxic-epidemiological profile of non-medicinal chemical poisoning in two capitals. For example, acute alcohol poisoning in Tbilisi was accounted for 24.26% of all intoxications, or 39,865 cases per 100,000 population. At the same time, alcohol intoxications in Baku were significantly less frequent, amounting to 4,454 hospitalizations per 100,000 population or 5.73% of all poisoning cases. Corrosive substances poisoning in Baku amounted 10.77% of all intoxication, while in Tbilisi it was significantly less - 3.86%. In Baku, the hospitalizations rate of acetic acid poisoning was 5.724 cases per 100.000 population, while in Tbilisi it was only 0.023 cases per 100.000 inhabitants. Toxic effects of carbon monoxide in Baku occupied 24.36% and in Tbilisi - 4.53% of all poisoning cases, which was 18.951 and 7.449 hospitalizations per 100.000 population, respectively. According to pesticide poisoning, hospitalization rates in Baku was 2,710 and in Tbilisi 6,906 cases per 100,000 population. Hospitalization of patients with envenomation in Tbilisi amounted to 5,901; and in Baku - 2,622 cases per 100,000 residents, respectively. In general, the hospitalization rate of intoxication with substances chiefly nonmedicinal as to source use in Tbilisi was 102,088 cases per 100,000 population, and in Baku - 41,817 cases per 100,000 residents respectively. This prospective toxic-epidemiological study revealed a significant incidence of acute intoxication in the two largest cities in the South Caucasus. However, there are considerable differences in the comparative profile and frequency of hospitalizations in patients with acute poisoning in Baku and Tbilisi over the period 2009-2016. The observed cases of mass and unusual intoxication during the study period make it necessary to create the unified network for the monitoring toxic-epidemiological situation and rapid information exchange on emerging toxicological risks in the South Caucasus region.